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HON LESLIE LOGAN — BLAXELL INQUIRY FINDINGS 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [12.52 pm]: During the very important Katanning inquiry a politician was 
named by a witness as the person responsible for putting a stop to an investigation of ill-treatment of a child at 
St Andrew’s Hostel in 1983. The politician named was Hon Leslie Logan, MLC, who served in Parliament from 
April 1947 through to May 1974. From 1959 to 1971, he was Minister for Local Government, Town Planning 
and Child Welfare. Unfortunately, Leslie Logan passed away many years ago and was therefore unable to appear 
at the inquiry.  
Judge Blaxell made considerable endeavours to examine whether Hon Leslie Logan was in fact connected to the 
allegation. Pages 103 to 105 of Judge Blaxell’s report demonstrate how this was undertaken. From this evidence 
it was clear that Hon Leslie Logan, MLC, was not associated with the alleged stopping of the investigation. 
However, the families of Leslie Logan have been greatly distressed since their late father was named by a 
witness. His name was spread throughout the media and they did not have the opportunity to respond to the 
allegations or clear their father’s name. The media did not publish the information from Judge Blaxell’s 
investigation about him.  
There is no doubt, after reading the condolence motions on 2 May 2001, that Leslie Logan was a man of 
integrity and a great servant of the people through his public life. These statements reflect the life and qualities 
of the man. His four daughters and their families were relieved to read the report and Judge Blaxell’s 
considerations. However, they have been very concerned that this information was not made public and that in 
many people’s minds their father could still be considered responsible for stopping an investigation. By placing 
this statement on Hansard, I am pleased to confirm the fine standing of Hon Leslie Logan, MLC, as a politician 
and community member. 
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